Regis Lesson Plan Template
Name:  Julie Kalvels
	Title:
	Snowball fight!

	Content Area:  Writing
	Grade: Kindergarten
	Duration: 60 minutes

	Standards and Benchmarks:


	3.1.c.- Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.
3.2av.- Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).

3.2.ai.- Use proper spacing between words

3.2b.- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

	Objectives:


	The students will be able to write sentences with a capital letter, a period at the end and proper spacing between words.
The students will be able to write a story giving some specific information in the correct order.  

The students will be able to write a complete sentence using some prepositions to connect ideas.  

	Resources and Materials:


	Blank paper 
Lined paper

Pencil, crayons

Document camera

Book: Snowmen at Christmas by Caralyn Buehner

	Differentiation:


	*The less abled writers will only have to write three sentences.  I will help them sound out the words and they can write the sounds they hear.  They will be given spacemen to put between their words when writing, so they remember to put spaces.  
*For my ELL child, I will have her tell me a sentence and I will write it down on another sheet of paper for her to copy.  

*The kids who get distracted easily can wear silencer head phones.  

*The more abled writers will be expected to write two pages.  I will ask them to use words that will make their story more interesting to the reader.   

	Preparing Students for the Lesson:

· Transitions

· Expected Behaviors


	 *My students know the expectations of my classroom.  They know to raise their hands on the carpet if they would like to answer or ask a question.  I will remind them of these expectations before the lesson begins.  

*The children have assigned seats on the carpet and are grouped according to ability.  When I ask them to think pair share they know who their partner is going to be.  We change this once a month.
*When writing they know to be respectful to everyone else and work quietly so they do not distract their friends trying to concentrate.

	Teaching the Lesson (Lesson Sequence/

Activities):

· Motivation/

      Anticipatory Set

· Pre-Assessment/

      Activating            

      Background 

      Knowledge

· Teacher Input, Modeling, & Checking for Understanding

· Guided Practice

· Independent Practice 

· Closure


	Motivation: (whole class-kids are on the carpet)
Tell the students that today we are going to be authors. We will be using our imaginations and coming up with some great stories.  Everyone close your eyes.  Think of yourself standing in your room looking out your window.  It’s nighttime and dark outside.  You see a snowman.  He starts to come to life.  What does he do?  Where does he go?  Turn to your neighbor and share what you might see. 

Pre-Assessment:  
1.)  Go back to your desk.  You will find a blank sheet of paper.  I want you to write one sentence about where your snowman might go or what it might do.  Make sure you start with a capital letter and end with a what? (Good- a period).  The teacher will model writing a sentence first using the document camera so everyone can see.  The teacher will forget a capital letter, not put spaces between the words, not have a period at the end and write a sentence that does not make sense.  The children will guide the teacher in correcting the sentence.  Now it’s your turn.  Go to your seats and write a fantastic sentence!  Teacher will walk around and monitor making informal observations of how the sentences are being formed.  She will stop and read a good example out loud and say why it is good.  
2.)  Has everyone finished their sentence?  Good.  Now take your paper and wrinkle it into a ball.  Teacher will start and wad her paper into a ball.  Tell the students that now they are going to have a snowball fight.  They are to throw their snowball (paper) to someone at a different table.  If a snowball comes your way be sure to catch it.  When you catch a snowball, open it and see if the sentence is written correctly.  If not you can correct it, wad it up and throw it again.  I want you to read at least three different sentences.

Teacher Input/Guided Practice:

3.)  Have everyone go back to the carpet.  Read the book Snowmen at Christmas by Caralyn Buehner.  
4.)  After reading, make a list of all the things that the snowman did at night.

5.)  Now, it is their turn.  They are going to write their own stories about a snowman that comes out at night.  Write on the board beginning, middle and end.  Tell them that a good story has all these parts; otherwise the story does not make sense.  Tell them that in the middle you would like them to describe three things their snowman does at night.  Make sure they make the story interesting to the reader and not boring.  Try using our vocabulary words from this week or the past.  Anya said, “eager” yesterday.  I bet a great sentence for Anya would be “The snowman was eager for it be dark, so he could sneak out to play.  Using the document camera model writing a story in front of the class.  Be sure to say your thinking out loud and sound out the words slowly as you write.  After you write your story look at the writing rubric and reread your paper checking for punctuation. 

 Independent Practice:
6.)  The children will go back to their seats and start writing.  Teacher will walk around and give out bob bucks for those children writing neatly and sounding out words all on their own.  Remind the class that the words don’t have to be spelled right.  Just sound them out and do their best.

7.)  Tell them that three kids will get to bring their writing to Mrs. Alfonso and show her your hard work.  So, do your best and you might get chosen!

8.)  The teacher will have the three lowest kids to her back table where she can help them sound out words without distracting the others.  This is quiet writing time; the class knows not to talk.  If they have a question they are to put their hand up quietly and whisper the question.  

9.)  They will finish at different times.  They must raise their hand for my para or me to check their writing.  They will read what they wrote to us.  We will see if they used the rubric correctly and check for punctuation.  Some will probably need to go back and add something to their story.  Be sure to have high expectations!
10.)  After writing, they can illustrate their story on the paper provided.  Tell them it’s going to be hanging on our walls for all to see, so do their best.  If they finish before everyone else they can get a game and quietly sit somewhere in the room.  Remind them to whisper!
Closure:

11.)  Chose the three children to go to Mrs. Alfonso.  Have an author’s chair where children can share their stories if they would like.

	Assessment:


	*Informal observation of how the children are writing and sounding out words.  The teacher will note how independent they are or if they needed a lot of help.
*Writing rubric for the children to self-assess their own writing.

*For those children that I see that might need a mini lesson on writing sentences, I will take them aside during quiet time and provide some extra support.

	Notes & Reflections:


	After the lesson reflect on the following:

1.  What would you do differently next time you teach this lesson?
I decided to split up the snowball fight and the reading/writing session.  I thought that it was too much for one session.  Usually, I read a story and have them write right away without doing another activity first.  Their attention span is not very long!  I ended up doing the snowball fight first thing in the morning as a mini lesson before centers.  It went really well.  The children giggled so hard when I said to throw the balls at each other.  I changed it up during the lesson.  Originally, I had planned on them writing a sentence using the correct punctuation on the paper they were to throw.  They loved when I wrote a sentence wrong on the board and pretended it was right. They had to correct ME!  So, I had them write a sentence incorrect first.  Then when they threw the ball they had to correct the other person’s sentence.  It was a great lesson.  I’m pretty sure they went home that night and had a snowball fight with their siblings and parents!  They came up to me saying they wanted to have another snowball fight.
 2.  What worked well?

The stories where fantastic!  They used their imagination and sounded out the words.  I find that with my class they can do anything I think they can do, as long as I give lots of praise and encouragement.  Having three kids go to Mrs. Alfonso at the end was a great motivation.  I really liked the story of the snowman because the plot was already chosen.  It helped guide them to think and write.  My ELL student wrote the most that she has ever written.  Usually she tells me a sentence and I write it down for her to copy.  It takes her forever to write that sentence.  Well, for this lesson she wrote it quick and wanted to tell me something else for her to write.  She wrote 4 sentences and was writing the entire time.  She was one of the three to go to Mrs. Alfonso!  Wow!  That was a big celebration!



Each child will have the following rubric to self-correct their writing.
[image: image1.jpg]Beginning Writing Rubric

1. I started each sentence with

a capital letter. @E

2. There are end marks to finish my

senfences.

?

3. My letters are on the lines.

4. Tput space between my words.





